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Happy New Year!

The Anchor
I hope that 2011 will be a great year for every member of  this 
congregation. Time marches on, does it not?  How can it be that 
we have embarked on the second decade of  the 21st Century?
 
I was re-reading the history of  Grace and Holy Trinity Church 
recently and was struck by a picture from 1907 which included a 

number of  bishops of  the Episcopal Church. They were an older group when the picture 
was taken and so I am sure they have all since died. They rest with Christ but we still 
benefit from the fruits of  their labors. And at the same time,  the church, that “wonderful 
and sacred mystery” continues on. We all have a part to play. Each one of  us is called by 
God to participate in God’s salvation and re-creation of  this world.
 
There are many ways we can do that at Grace and Holy Trinity Church. First and 
foremost, we can attend worship on Sundays. I think of  weekly, corporate worship as 
the hub of  the wheel and everything else we do as spokes moving out from there. We 
are created in the image of  God and worship keeps us in touch with that blessing. As 
the prophet Jeremiah has said, “W become what we worship.” God offers himself  
as an object of  worship, so that we might be the people God created us to be. Worship 
“shines” the image of  God within us, which is otherwise tarnished by sin and by the 
worship of  idols (power, sex, money, status and so on).   
 
Sundays also provide great opportunities for learning, through our Sunday School and 
wonderful opportunities for fellowship, through things like breakfast and coffee hour.  
But of  course, our work extends throughout the week. You are strengthened through 
your attendance on Sunday to carry God’s grace out into the world Monday through 
Saturday. GHTC itself  also has a number of  efforts which thrive on your participation and passion....from weekly small 
groups, to the soup kitchen, to pastoral care ministries, to working in the schools, to singing in the choir, to evangelism  
and on and on.  
 
In the end, through God’s grace, we don’t “go to church” but rather, “we are the church.” 
What a blessing that we can give ourselves to God in this way. I will leave you with this prayer.
 
Everliving God, whose will it is that all should come to you through your Son Jesus Christ: Inspire our 
witness to him, that all may know the power of  his forgiveness and the hope of  his resurrection; who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. (Book of  Common Prayer, 
page 816)
 
In Christ,

The Rev. Bollin M. Millner, Jr.	
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At Grace and Holy Trinity Church we strive to 
do three things:

 
We build strong disciples.

 
We build a strong church community.

 
We serve God and the world God has made.

 
We are committed to helping individuals become 

better disciples of  Christ Jesus and we believe 
in the power of  community. We also believe 

that we exist not just for ourselves, but for God 
and for God’s world. We live out this mission 
through a variety of  ministries represented by 
the acronym SWEEPPS: Service, Worship, 

Education, Evangelism, Pastoral Care, Parish 
Life and Stewardship. You can learn more about 
these ministries in this newsletter or on the web 

at www.ghtc.org.

CONTACT US
Main number: (804) 359-5628

 
The Rev. Bollin M. Millner, Jr. 

Rector
E-mail: bmillner@ghtc.org - Extension 17

 
The Rev. Lauren Kuratko 

Assistant to the Rector for Youth, Campus Ministry 
and Pastoral Care

E-mail: lauren@ghtc.org - Extension 15
 

The Rev. Michael Cadaret 
Assistant to the Rector for Education, Service 

and Pastoral Care
E-mail: michael@ghtc.org - Extension 13

 
Carolyn Moomaw Chilton

Assistant to the Rector for Evangelism and Stewardship
E-Mail: carolyn@ghtc.org  - Extension 16

 
Dr. Elizabeth Melcher Davis 

Assistant to the Rector for Music Ministries
E-mail: emelcherdavis@ghtc.org - Extension 18

 
Judy Miller 

Financial Secretary/Parish House Manager
E-mail: jmiller@ghtc.org - Extension 14

 
Valérie Aussanaire 

Administrative Assistant
E-mail: vaussanaire@ghtc.org - Extension 23

 
Barbara Hobson-Simpson 

Receptionist and Church Secretary
E-mail: barbara@ghtc.org - Extension 10

 
James Fleming 

Sexton
E-mail: jfleming@ghtc.org

 
Tina Roberts 

Sexton
E-mail: Tina@ghtc.org

VESTRY
The Anchor is the official monthly 

newsletter of  Grace and Holy Trinity 
Episcopal Church, a parish in the 

Episcopal Diocese of  Virginia. 
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Service Ministry in 2010

The congregation of  Grace and Holy Trinity knows God’s grace in powerful ways. We know God’s grace 
in His generous provision in our individual lives and in our life together as the Body of  Christ. We know 
God’s grace in His call which has bestowed upon us the blessed and challenging vocation of  serving 
others, particularly the needy in our community. 

I need not elaborate on the trying economic times in which we find ourselves. Needless to say, the needy 
in our community have found their lives on even more tenuous ground, and we have seen a significant 
increase in requests for financial assistance. While it is often painful to confront these realities, God is 
deeply present in the faces and voices of  those who reach out to us for help. We are reminded of  how 
deeply God loves us and how generously He provides for us. We are reminded of  our own neediness and 
vulnerability. We are reminded that we need not respond to our own needs and those of  others out of  
anxiety or a sense of  lack. Because we know of  God’s love for us and all, we can respond with joy, hope, 
generosity and love. 

The give and take of  God’s call to us and our response is humbling, no doubt. And it is with a sense 
of  humility and gratitude that I give you the news of  one significant area through which this give and 
take has played out: Service Ministries. In 2010, the Grace and Holy Trinity congregation volunteered 
thousands of  hours to community service, served an average of  74 people each Friday through the Soup 
Kitchen which remained open after Thanksgiving and on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve (that 
over 3,000 meals served), and gave over $120,000 to the needy in our community through grants and 
emergency relief. 

Jesus says, “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of  the least of  these my brothers, you did it to me.” 
This is one of  God-given vocations, and it is both a blessing and a challenge.

- The Rev. Michael Cadaret
Assistant for Service, Education and Pastoral Care
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THANK YOU!
We thank the Adult Choir, Angel Choir, 8:45 
Music Team, instrumentalists and soloists for 
their beautiful music at the Christmas Pageant and 
Christmas Eve worship services.  The music truly 
enhanced our celebration of  Christ’s birth. Special 
thanks to Elizabeth Martin for her wonderful organ 
accompaniments of  the Adult Choir. 

SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS
There will be a service of  Lessons and Carols, sung 
by our adult choir, on Sunday, January 2 at 11:00 
a.m. This lovely service will include traditional carols, 
anthems and hymns for the Christmas season. Invite 
your family and friends to 
this special worship service!  
There will be a reception, 
hosted by the Parish Life 
Team, following the 11:00 
a.m. worship service.

In January we will experience two seasons of the church year.

Christmas, of  course, began on December 25th and lasts for 12 days. On January 2, the Second Sunday 
of  Christmas (and the ninth day) we will continue our celebration of  the Incarnation. At the 11:00 a.m. 
service that day we will offer Lessons and Carols.  (This will be our Daily Office service for January.) Last 
year, due to snow, we had to move this service from Advent into the Christmas season. We discovered that 
it is a great way to buck cultural trends (which starts Christmas prior to Thanksgiving and drags the trees 
to the gutter on December 26th!) and truly experience time as the Church would have it. After the stress of  
"the holidays" we can gather in peace and tranquility to unwrap the most precious gift of  all, Christ Jesus.

The second season we experience in January is that of  Epiphany. Epiphany begins with a Feast Day on 
January 6 and continues until Lent starts with Ash Wednesday on March 9. In Epiphany, (a Greek word 
meaning "manifestation") we traditionally take in the great stories of  the Magi, the changing of  water into 
wine and the Transfiguration. Having bathed in the Light of  Christ through these stories, we also renew our 
efforts to share the light (another way of  saying, we undertake evangelism).

January 9, the First Sunday after the Epiphany, is one of  the designated baptismal festivals of  the church.  
We will have baptisms that day and will also have the opportunity to renew our Baptismal Vows at each 
service. This festival takes precedence and so we will have Eucharist on the 9th at 11:00 a.m. and not Daily 
morning Prayer. As noted, Lessons and Carols on January 2 will be our "Daily Office" service for January.

In February, and appropriately as a part of  Epiphany, we will observe our "Month of  Mission" with guest 
preachers and congregational meeting. The meeting will take place on February 6 and will include
Vestry elections. The Rev. Dr.  Barney Hawkins of  the Virginia Seminary will be with us as will Susan 
Ricky of  the International Hospital for Children. We are also pleased the Rev. Dr. Dwight Jones, Pastor of  
First Baptist Church (Southside) and Mayor of  Richmond will be our preacher on February 27.

To summarize, throughout the month of  January, as we observe Christmas and Epiphany, we will have our 
regular morning schedule: Worship at 7:45 a.m., 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. with breakfast at 9:15 a.m. and 
Sunday School for everyone at 10:00 a.m. We will not have our 5:00 p.m. service on January 2, but it will 

be offered the rest of  the month.
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CELEBRATION OF UNITY 
CONCERT
There will be a Celebration of Unity concert at 
Grace & Holy Trinity on Monday, January 17 at 7:30 
p.m.  This concert will feature the Grace & Holy 
Trinity Adult Choir, Greater Richmond Children’s 
Choir and the Sanctuary Choir of  Riverview Baptist 
Church. These three wonderful choirs will perform 
anthems and spirituals in honor of  the life and work 
of  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Please plan to attend 
this exciting annual community event!

IN LOVE WITH MUSIC CONCERT
There will be a concert, In Love with Music, on 
Saturday, February 12 at 4:00 p.m. at Grace & Holy 
Trinity.  Internationally renowned soloists, Anne 
O’Byrne, soprano, Tracey Welborn, tenor, and an 
ensemble from Grace & Holy Trinity, Grace Notes, 
will perform gorgeous love songs from musicals, 
light opera and opera. The soloists and Grace Notes 
will be accompanied by George Pugh, pianist. This 
concert drew rave reviews from a large audience 
and was one of  the highlights of  last year’s concert 
series. There will be a reception, hosted by the 
Music Ministry Team, following the concert. Invite 
your family and friends to this wonderful concert on 
our series!

Spreading the Good News 

The word ‘evangelism’ comes from the Greek word euangelion and means “good news.” 
Evangelism is, simply, sharing the good news of  Jesus Christ with others. The Great 
Commission in Matthew’s Gospel (28:19-20) commands us to go into the world with 
this good news:

	 Therefore go and make disciples of  all nations, baptizing them in the name 		
	 of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 		
	 commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of  the age.
 
At Grace and Holy Trinity, you can help us share the good news in three ways: 

Invite your neighbors and co-workers to join us for worship or at other parish events. At least half  of  our 
Sunday visitors are here because someone invited them and brought them to church. Some of  our best 
evangelists are children and youth so please encourage all the members of  your family to invite friends to 
GHTC.

Many people are more open to a first time visit to a church event rather than a worship service. It may feel less 
intimidating. Invite your friends and colleagues to a parish dinner or breakfast, the ping-pong tournament or 
other event.  

Welcome all those visiting with us. At all events, and especially Sunday worship, please speak to those you don’t 
know, invite them to join you at the breakfast table and introduce them to others. Wearing your name tag is also 
a sign of  welcome – it removes the burden of  remembering names especially for those who are new members.

Incorporate newcomers and guests into our activities and worship. Ask guests and new members to attend a 
Sunday class with you, or sit with you at worship. You can also tell them about programs that you’re involved in 
and what that involvement means to you.

Thank you for making our parish an outpost of  God's love for all!
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Youth: Mark your calendars for the LOCK IN!
On February 4th-5th, 2011 we will have a Lock In at Grace and Holy Trinity. 6th-12th graders are encouraged 
to attend. We will gather at the church at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, February 4th. We will stay at the church until 
8:00 a.m. February 5th. For more information or to RSVP please contact the Rev. Lauren Kuratko at lauren@
ghtc.org or 804-359-5628 ext. 15.

We are in the process of  finalizing Spring Semester youth schedule. Be sure to check your youth email to get the 
final version of  the Youth Calendar for Spring 2011. If  you do not receive the youth email, and would like to, 
please contact the Rev. Lauren Kuratko at lauren@ghtc.org or 804-359-5628 ext. 15.

Youth Education

Campus Ministry

Sunday night worship
We will be having the 5 p.m. service on January 9th and 16th, so if  you are in town, come join us for a 
service. These services will not have music and dinner, but they will be a warm respite and a place to catch 
up with each other during winter break.

VCU classes resume on January 18th. Our first Campus Ministry event in 2011 will be Wednesday night 
dinner & activity at 6:00 p.m. on January 19th. Our Sunday night program with dinner and music resumes 
on Sunday January 23rd at 5:00 p.m. 
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Christmas Pageant

Thank you to Katherine Wilson, Mary Cay Kollmansperger, 
Michelle Smithson and Stella Alexander for coordinating the 
pageant this year at Grace & Holy Trinity.  You have been a 
blessing to all of  us and given us such a wonderful gift! 

Many thanks to ALL of  the people who contributed time and 
talent to this pageant.

For the music: Beth Melcher Davis, Mary Holman, Angel Choir, 
and Nyle Rodgers
For Technical Assistance: Liza and Aurelia Lewis
For all around help: James Fleming and Tina Roberts

A special thanks to all of the parents & teachers who helped in a multitude of ways!

Finally please take the time to thank the 40+ kids who worked to tell the story Christmas to all of us. They 
are: Drew Williams, Kinloch Nelson, Taylor Cadaret, Conner Thomas, Luke Thomas, Madeline Cadaret, Tim 
Johnson, Matt Kollmansperger, Liz Candler, Ruslan Thomas, Mitchell Green, Kirby Kollmansperger, Silas 
Corner, Caroline Williams, Sam Johnson, Garnett Nelson, Jeffrey Green, Stephen Rodgers, Will Davis, Wes 
Featherstone, Joey Krzyston, Barclay Jumet, Emma Smithson, Carson White, Libby Alexander, Claire Wilson, 
Catherine Alexander,  Heath Alexander, Will Davis, Caitlin Wilson, Katherine Hoge, Trooper Bearden, George 
Freeman, Henry Bearden, Frederick Steinman, Calder Featherstone, William Hershey, Christian Hutter, 
Arthur Totten, Gibson Beck, William Hoge, Stewart Bearden, Eva Corner, Virginia Griffin, Clara Totten, 
Eliza Hershey, Christian Hutter, Emmie Davis, Katie Kurtz, Caroline Johnson, Susannah Steinman, Lizzie 
Featherstone.

Bible Study meets weekly at 10:00 a.m. in the 
library, facilitated by Beth McClelland.
We continue our in-depth study and discussion of  
the Gospel of  Luke. For those interested in reading 
advance materials to prepare, please refer to the 
following website:  http://www.textweek.com/
luke.htm. Simply look through the list of  passages 
and follow the links to a wealth of  material ranging 
including exegesis, sermons, artwork, and even movie 
references.   

Coffee and Conversation
This is an unstructured time of  fellowship in the 
Parish Hall following breakfast. Take the time to 
relax, to catch up with old friends, and to meet 
new friends. Beginning in January, look for sets of  
questions on the breakfast tables that can help focus 
your conversations.

Adult Forum in January
In January, we continue with Faith and Politics: The 
Rev. Michael Cadaret’s series on the phenomena of  
religious and faith-based rhetoric used in the political 
arena. On January 2nd, we will review The Rev. Jim 
Wallis’ book, “God’s Politics: Why the Right Gets 
It Wrong and the Left Doesn’t Get It”. For more 
information on Jim Wallis and his work, please 
look him up at www.sojo.net/jimwallis and  www.
GodsPolitics.com. On the remaining Sundays we will 
review the works and thought of  Reinhold and H. 
Richard Neibuhr. The Neibuhr brothers’ influence 
in the arena of  20th century American Christian 
theology and ethics was decidedly political and far-
ranging. For writings by and about the Neibuhrs, 
please refer to http://www.religion-online.org.

Adult Education on Sunday
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Pastoral Care...It is Not Just by the Clergy

The care that members and friends of  GHTC provide to one another as we build a strong church community, is 
an essential part of  pastoral care. Here's how you can participate:

Write a note. Note cards are kept at the back of  the church so you can pick one up on Sunday and write a note 
to someone who was lifted up in prayer.

Knit a prayer shawl. These are given out to members and friends so that they can literally be 
wrapped in our prayers.  Contact Betsy Featherstone.

Random Acts. This ministry reaches out to those who are the primary caregivers for others. These contacts are 
regular and non-obtrusive and have met with great thanksgivings from the caregivers. Being a care-giver can be 
a very lonely existence the recognition our Church gives is a great blessing. Contact Mary Lietman.

Lay Pastoral Visitors. This group calls on those who are not able to be as active as they once were. Contact Bo 
Millner.

Pastoral Care Team. This group meets periodically to assess the need for further ministries and then to design 
responses. Contact Bill Derry.

Pray. Each week members of  this ministry receive a list of  prayer requests. This list is 
confidential which means that the members will make one on one contact, via telephone or a 
letter with the person being prayed for but otherwise will not discuss it. Anyone on this list has 
been asked if  they'd like to be on it. Contact Barbara Hobson-Simpson.

Prayers of the People. We pray, in public, as a part of  our worship for a number of  people each week. 
To maintain appropriate boundaries and confidentiality, anyone placed on this list, must have given their 
permission. This means that it is appropriate for you to make contact with them, through a note, for instance.  
Names placed on the list will remain there for six weeks and unless further contact is made by
you, the name will be removed. Contact Valerie Aussanaire.

Pastoral Care by the Clergy

All three of  our clergy, the Rev. Lauren Kuratko, the Rev. Michael Cadaret and the Rev. Bo Millner, desire to 
walk with you in the good times (such as weddings) and in the difficult times (marital conflict, job loss and 
so on). Do not assume that they know what you are going through but be in contact with them directly. You 
will find them remarkably responsive. The clergy meet once a week to go over an extensive list of  people with 
expressed needs and to plan timely contacts.

Also, please remember that a member of  the clergy is on-call twenty- four hours a day, 365 days a year. Call Bo 
Millner's number (359-5628 ext 17) for a recording which will tell you who is on-call when and how to reach 
them.
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Staff Meeting - Wednesdays at 2:00 p.m.

The staff  of  GHTC, including both sextons, (Tina Roberts, James Fleming), our Financial 
Secretary and Parish House Manager (Judy Miller), our Administrative Secretary (Valerie 
Aussanaire), our Receptionist (Barbara Hobson-Simpson), the Assistant for Evangelism 
and Stewardship (Carolyn Chilton), the Assistant for Music Ministries (Dr. Beth Davis), the 
Assistant for Youth, Campus Ministry and Pastoral Care (the Rev. Lauren Kuratko), the 
Assistant for Service, Education and Pastor Care, (the Rev. Michael Cadaret) and the rector 
(the Rev. Bo Millner) meet once at week at 2:00 p.m. on Wednesdays. If  you have something 
for the calendar or concerning an effort you are undertaking please be in touch with the 
appropriate staff  member so that it can be put on the agenda. The staff  as a whole can help 
co-ordinate various efforts and work to make sure that the ministries work together.  Since 
GHTC has become more and more active this is a happy challenge!

Communication at Grace and Holy Trinity Church

We live in an age of  information overload. It used to be said, "You have to tell someone something 7 times 
before they actually hear it." The church, following this advice, would overwhelm people with posters, 
numerous bulletin inserts, countless mailings etc. At GHTC we are working hard to communicate effectively 
and also to create "sanctuary" not static. There are times when we utilize things like a special mailing or special 
bulletin inserts, of  course. But generally speaking we utilize three things to facilitate communication without 
contributing unnecessarily to "information overload." They are:

1. The Anchor...the monthly newsletter of  Grace and Holy Trinity Church. This is 
mailed to those who choose and for others, you can read it in an electronic version. 
If  you choose to receive it electronically, you will find links on the web page and 
also there are links in the weekly eNews. You can download it and read it as a PDF 
file. The Newsletter gives you a "longer" view of  what's happening. The publication 
schedule for this, due to the post office and to the printers, is early. (For instance, the 
due date for articles for this Newsletter was December 16.) This date is published in 
each newsletter and you can submit articles to Valerie Aussanaire.

2. The weekly eNews. This is sent out each Wednesday and typically focuses on what is 
happening more immediately. Please submit contributions to both Bo Millner and Carolyn 
Chilton (they share this effort) by Tuesday morning. To sign up, just send Bo an e-mail 
(bmillner@ghtc.org).

3. The weekly bulletin. We try to keep this down to one page so you are not overwhelmed and you can easily 
take it home with you to inform your prayers and participation. Please submit announcements to Valerie 
Aussanaire by Tuesday morning.

Utilizing these three venues, we do our best to help members of  the parish communicate with one another. You 
can help by reading all three and by making submissions to all three.
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What is acolyting?
Acolyting is a variety of  ways to help the priests conduct the service.

Why be an acolyte?
You can serve God by serving the church in an important way,
You can learn some responsibility and grow spiritually,
Impress your parents,
You can have something to do during the service.

What would I have to do?
There are a variety of  positions and important  ways to participate in the service. In the beginning, you may 
be asked to carry a torch or banner, then move up to higher acolyte duties of  presenting the offertory plates, 
serving the priest during communion, carrying the little cross or carrying the big cross.

How do I start?
We will have a training class on Sunday after the 11:00 service and then we’ll add you to the schedule within the 
next couple of  months. We’ll start you out with the easier jobs of  carrying a torch or a banner. We often need 
substitutes, so there will opportunities to serve more often than you are scheduled.

Stewardship – 100% Participation

Thank you to all who have made a financial pledge to Grace and Holy Trinity Church for 2011. We are grateful 
for everyone’s participation in our life together – the time you give to our ministries and programs, the talents 
you bring and share, your financial contributions, and particularly your faithfulness to Christ’s mission.
Our goal for 2011 is to have 100% participation in financial giving. It is important that we hear from everyone 
because we are keenly aware that, as St. Paul tells us, the Body of  Christ is not complete without every 
member’s participation and presence.  

The parish records indicate that we are currently at 65% participation in pledging to Grace and Holy Trinity 
Church. As of  the writing of  this in mid-December, our pledged income is down from the 2010 giving level.    
We hope to increase our ministries within our own church community as well as our presence in the larger 
Richmond community in 2011. We are asking everyone to help us. Each pledge makes a difference in our life 
and work.  

We wish to assure you that whatever financial support you offer Grace and Holy Trinity Church is greatly 
appreciated. But we also hope that those who have not yet made a pledge will consider doing so. A pledge can 
be a good personal discipline – a vital way to return thanks to God on a regular basis. In addition, it helps the 
Vestry develop a realistic budget and plan for the 2011 programs. 

We hope you will join us and make a pledge for 2011.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

Faithfully in Christ,

Kathy Wommack and Catesby Beck, Annual Giving Chairs
Pemberton Hall and Julie Joyce, Sr. and Jr. Wardens
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